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The Religion of the Incarnation. By Bishop Eugene Russell 
Hendrix, D.D., LL.D. [The Cole Lectures for 1903.] Nash- 
ville: Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, 1903. Pp. 230. $1.25. 

The Personality of the Holy Spirit. By Bishop Eugene Russell 
Hendrix, D.D., LL.D. [The Quillian Lectures for 1903.] 
Nashville : Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, 1903. Pp. 175. $1. 

These two volumes of lectures by Bishop Hendrix have been given to 
the public in an attractive form. Dr. Hendrix is one of the ablest bishops 
of his church. The lectures on The Religion oj the Incarnation make by 
far the more important of these volumes. The subjects treated are: 
"The Historical Basis," "The Doctrinal Basis," "The Immanent Christ," 
" The Eternal Atonement," "The Lordship of Christ," and "The Ascended 
Christ." The author's treatment of these subjects is neither critical, 
analytical, nor systematic, but didactic, literary, and often poetical. His 
style is remarkably direct. The sentences are short, complete, and epi- 
grammatic to an unusual degree. The appeal is uniformly to the under- 
standing and the imagination rather than to the reason or the feelings. 
He is less theological than Dr. George A. Gordon; he is more rhetorical 
than Bishop Phillips Brooks. And yet the lectures often remind the reader 
of those two New England masters of address. 

For the most part the great doctrines of the church are reaffirmed by 
Dr. Hendrix as unquestioned truth, to be viewed at different angles and 
seen in varying lights, with the aim of increasing the sense of their reality. 
And yet a few harmless variations now and then appear, indicating not 
only freedom but independence of thought in his effort to give fresh views 
of material. Especially in his lecture on "The Eternal Atonement" the 
bishop treats the personal phases of the subject, ' instead of conceiving of 
the atonement as a merely isolated phenomenon, or a distinctively external 
act. But he strangely advances to the dignity of a theological dogma the 
theory of the sinlessness of the flesh of Christ: "We cannot understand 

Christ except we conceive a physical as well as a moral miracle 

The perject humanity of Jesus as the perfect vehicle through which might 
be made known his divinity was the masterpiece of the Holy Spirit" (p. 
51). While refusing the Roman idea of the immaculate conception of 
Mary, he yet seems to feel the need of the practical results of that doctrine. 
It is not easy to see exactly why. For certainly, if Christ was temptable 
in the moral world, it hardly seems necessary to lift him out of the tempt- 
able in the physical world. Yet one must continually remind himself that 
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the lectures are not theological treatises, but addresses to students, who 
could not but have been uplifted and reassured by these strong themes 
and the stimulating presentation of them. The appeal is farthest from 
the formal or superficial. The relations which he continually emphasizes 
are the great eternal relations of persons. This appears on every page. 
Dr. Hendrix is a living teacher dealing with the realities of living men. 
The five lectures in the second volume, on The Personality of the Holy 
Spirit, are less comprehensive, and also less satisfactory. The subject 
"personality" awakens anticipations of something scientific which are not 
met, for the rhetorical dominates. Besides, one is inclined to question on 
general principles whether it would not have been better to have taken the 
personality for granted. The attempted demonstrations of divine or 
human personality generally get little farther than a simple reiteration of 
what we have already been supposing that we knew without demonstra- 
tion. The lectures would have been just as much an enunciation of the 
subject chosen if the lecturer had spoken simply on the work of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the working of the Spirit, after all, which is the real subject. 
In the lecture on "The Holy Spirit as the Executive of the Godhead" the 
author brings out very forcefully the relation of the Holy Spirit to the forces 
of nature — creative, sustaining, energizing; and from this basis finds little 
difficulty in making real and vital the relations of this "Source of Love in 
whom we live," to the moral and religious quickening in the Christian life. 

Albert T. Swing. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary, 
Oberlin, Ohio. 



